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Be Thankful...... 


Thanks from the head or lips may be polite; but it is the heartfelt 
thanks that rings true and warms the heart that receives it. 


. . . Of course there may be some who say, “I have nothing for which 
to be thankful.” Such a one is poor indeed. These words flow only from 
a poverty-stricken heart—unhappy, bitter, jealous, covetous. Did you 
ever notice that it is the poor who are often more thankful than the 
rich? The reason is that they count their blessings. They have God’s 
sun and air, health and life, and loved ones; the things that make life 
rich indeed. Thanks is not measured by the amount of our possessions. 


It is the man with a thankless heart who is poor, and the man with a 
thankful heart who is rich. 


. . . Once again our nation is summoned to observe its national day 
of Thanksgiving. We do not thank a thing, nor a law of nature, nor luck. 
We thank a Person. We do not thank America; we thank God for 
America. Whether it was on the bleak New England shores of the 
Pilgrims, or in the dark days of the Civil War when Abraham Lincoln 


called our nation to give thanks, or today; how much there is to be 
thankful for to Him! 


. . » Then above all this we hear the clear call, “Thanks be unto 
God for His unspeakable gift,” referring to His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. . . . If you have not done so, then do it now. Get down on your 
knees and accept Christ as your Saviour from your sins, and as the Lord 
of your life. 


—GEORGE WELLS Arms, D.D. 
The American Tract Society 





@ There are many things we are 
thankful for this Thanksgiving Sea- 
son: the almost phenomenal growth of 
interest in the Journal; the signs, ev- 
erywhere evident, that in the midst 
of rampaging liberalism and radical- 
ism a true revival may nevertheless 
be on the way; above all, evidence 
that increasing numbers of faithful 
men are willing to stand up and be 
counted — fewer battles in the spirit- 


ual warfare “against principalities 
and powers” are being lost by the de- 
fault of those who prefer not to 
“make a scene.” 


@ This week (beginning Nov. 18) the 
World Council of Churches is meeting 
in New Delhi, India. Most contro- 
versial item on the agenda is the ap- 
plication of the Russian Orthodox 
Church to join the WCC. A number 
of WCC officials made up their minds 
ahead of time. Said Dr. W. B. Blake- 
more, one of the major speakers of the 
Assembly: “How can we say no.. .? 
Entry of (the Russians) will cause 
a significant hole in the Iron ‘Cur- 
tain.” The Rev. George Grabbe of 
New York, a native of Russia and 
an official of the Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside Russia, disagreed. He 
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said the Church’s leading prelates are 
controlled by the Kremlin and are 
not “authentic representatives” of the 
Russian Orthodox. 


@ Up in Canada, Herman Labrosse jg 
a member of the Wendova school board, 
Ottawa law permits taxpayers to de. 
signate their school tax for “separate” 
or sectarian schools if they wish. Mr. 
Labrosse is a Roman Catholic, but as 
a member of the school board he chose 
to pay his tax for public schools de. 
spite an order from the Church to sup. 
port the Church schools. The Indepen. 
dent, May, 1961, printed the letter he 
got from the Vicar General of the 
Archbishop of Ottawa: “I must de. 
clare you unworthy of absolution. . 
You cannot receive the sacraments 
and in consequence you must be re. 
fused burial by the Church.” 


@ And in New York, Mrs. Sylvia 
Glasser, a Christian Scientist, was held 
in contempt of court by State Supreme 
Court Justice Thomas A. Aurelio and 
fined $250 because her 12-year-old son 
now says he does not want to become 
an Orthodox Jew. Mrs. Glasser won 
custody of the boy in a divorce from 
her former husband upon the promise 
that the child would be reared a Jew, 
receiving instruction in an Orthodox 
school. The boy attended classes in 
such a school until about six months 
ago when he dropped out and refused 
to go back. The boy’s father contend- 
ed that his former wife’s influence 
had turned the child against Judaism. 
The judge agree and imposed the 
fine. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a 
Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 
to the statement, defense, and propa- 
gation of the Gospel, the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints, 
published every Wednesday by the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Inc., 
in Weaverville, N. C 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year 
for individuals, $2 for members of 
Every Family Plan churches. All cor- 
respondence regarding subscriptions, 
advertising or other business matters 
should be addressed to the business 
office in Weaverville, N. C. Second- 
class mail privileges authorized at 
Weaverville, N. C. 


EDITORIAL correspondence should be 
addressed to P. O. Box 3108, Asheville, 
N. C. Editorial offices located at 84 
Kimberly Ave. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should 
be addressed to the business office, 
Weaverville, N. C., allowing three 
weeks for change in the continental 
U.S. Change notices should include 
both old and new addresses. 
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KOREA—The population of South 
Korea is now just under 25 million. 
This represents an increase of nearly 
three and a half million over the past 
five years, or about 16%. Nearly 
one-tenth of all Koreans live in the 
capital city of Seoul whose popula- 
tion is given at 2,444,883. Protestant 
Christians number about one and a 
quarter million, representing the fruits 
of 75 years’ labor by missionaries. 
Roman Catholics number about one- 
half million. 


These figures would indicate that 
the population increase in the past 
five years was approximately twice 
the total membership of Protestant and 
Roman Catholic churches. No accu- 
rate figures are available to indicate 
whether increase in church member- 
ship is keeping up with the popula- 
tion increase. But there is no. ques- 
tion but that there are several more 
million souls to be reached with the 
Gospel than there were five years ago. 


—(Rev.) Joseph B. Hopper 





BRAZIL — The “Good News” is 
now being taken throughout Recife’s 
slum areas by Volkswagen station 
wagon. The new vehicle serves as a 
roving chapel and audio-visual center. 


The project is under the direction of 
the Presbyterian, US, audio-visual stu- 
dio in Recife and includes a power 
generator, a 16-mm movie projector, 
a filmstrip projector, a variety of re- 
ligious and educational films and a 
rear projection screen, a tape recorder 
and a public address system. 


“All this equipment,” explains one 
of the missionaries, “makes possible 
a completely self-contained unit which 
can take an educational and spiritual 
ministry right to the people wherever 
they are.” 


—Educational Department 
Board of World Missions 


Church Union Offered‘Without Uniformity’ 


NEW YORK (RNS) — A sweeping 
new proposal for uniting all Ameri- 
can Protestant denominations in a 
“union without uniformity” was made 
here by Dr. Perry E. Gresham, im- 
mediate past president of the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ). 


“IT would propose,” Dr. Gresham 
said, “that we call together all denomi- 
national leaders and declare that the 
United Church of Christ in America 
is now in existence . .. and that we 
recognize that Christ is Lord of all, 
beginning with the church, and act 
accordingly.” 


Under Dr. Gresham’s plan denomi- 
nations that are now members of the 
National Council of Churches would 
merge their missions activities and 
such institutions as benevolent homes, 
publishing houses, and pension funds. 
Local congregations of these Church- 
es would be left free to “worship 


Christ in appropriate ways according 
to customs and preference with the 
glorious added sense of being at one 
with all followers of Christ,” he said. 


“Instead of a merger of one or two 
bodies with a pious hope of more to 
follow we could accomplish the pur- 
pose at one bold stroke by recogniz- 
ing the Lordship of Christ, the pri- 
macy of the Scripture, the fellowship 
of all devout followers of Christ, and 
the genius of ‘E. Pluribus Unum!’” 
Dr. Gresham continued. 


“Our ways of worship would differ, 
and our beliefs would be diverse, but 
Christ would command us all, and our 
witness would shake the earth,” he 
declared. 


Dr. Gresham acknowledged that the 
proposal is “an affront to the person 
who demands a uniform statement of 
faith and uniform ways of worship.” 
(See Editorial, “Get Together?” p. 10.) 





‘Reformation’ Speaker 
Lauds Church of Rome 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (RNS) — 
Lauding the Roman Catholic Church 
for its unity, a prominent Episcopal 
clergyman cited it as an example for 
Protestants to follow in an address 
to a Reformation Day rally here. At 
the same time Dr. Theodore O. Wedel, 
honorary canon of Washington Ca- 
thedral, said the Catholic Church may 
be an instrument through which God 
is passing judgment on Protestants 
for their disunity. 


“As the churches of the Reforma- 
tion once spoke words of judgment 
upon the great Church of Rome, so 
that Church may today be the servant 
of God now voicing judgment upon us,” 
he declared. “When we look at the 
disunity of Protestantism, the Cath- 
olic puts the children of the Reforma- 
tion to utter shame.” 


“Catholic America is still found at 
church on Sunday morning,” he con- 
tinued. “It still honors the Ten Com- 
mandments and still fears God. Can 
the same be said of Protestant Ameri- 


ca, or at least that large section of 
it which has turned half pagan?” 


Observing that Catholicism “still 
worships one God,” Dr. Wedel said: 
“Protestantism must at times appear 
to the Catholic as sheer polytheism— 
ten church spires in place of one and 
each separate flock worshipping a God 
made in its own denominational im- 
age.” (See Editorial, “Return To 
Rome?” p. 11.) 





Press in N.Y. Acclaims 
‘Question Seven’ Film 


NEW YORK (RNS) — Critics here 
hailed the Lutheran-made movie 
“Question Seven” for its timeliness 
and dramatic impact at a moment 
when the eyes of the world are fo- 
cused on Berlin and the Communist- 
inspired tensions which the movie de- 
picts. 


The film is a “documentary of such 
international import that it ought to 
be given priority on the United Na- 
tions agenda,” according to the Daily 
News reviewer Dorothy Masters. 
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Anglican Flays Goal 
Of ‘Pan-Protestantism’ 


OTTAWA, Ont. (RNS) — Angli- 
cans must settle for nothing less than 
the unity of all Christendom, includ- 
ing the Roman Catholic Church, 
Archbishop William L. Wright of Al- 
goma told the annual meeting of the 
Anglican Church of Canada’s Execu- 
tive Council here. 


Of reports on the progress of talks 
between the Anglican Church and the 
United Church of Canada (a presby- 
terian-style communion), Archbishop 
Wright said: “We must never get 
it into our minds that we are engaged 
in a form of Pan-Protestantism.” 


Bishop Godfrey P. Gower of New 
Westminster reported the conversa- 
tions were progressing favorably and 
that “the climate is warming up.” At 
a very recent joint meeting, the frank 
discussions “came head-on with basic 
issues. The issue will be one of the 
doctrine of the ministry and of bish- 
ops.” 


Outside the Executive Council, 
Bishop Gower said no antagonism ex- 
isted among the episcopal, presby- 
terial and congregational elements. 
“These were part of the primitive 
Church and should be incorporated 
in the Church of the future,” he said. 
“Our problem is to try and find some 
modus operandi to combine the three 
together.” 


Bishop Gower also reported on con- 
versations with the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, which were “pro- 
ceeding slowly and cautiously.” “They 
are talking slowly with typical Scots 
caution,” he said, referring to the 
Presbyterians. 





Religious TV Station 
Begins Broadcasting 


PORTSMOUTH, Va. (CNS) —For 
a man who didn’t even own a television 
set two years ago, the acquisition of 
a television station is quite an ac- 
complishment. 


But that’s the story of Pat Robert- 
son, son of Virginia’s Senator A. Willis 
Robertson and an ordained Southern 
Baptist minister, and station WYAH- 
TV. The station went on the air Oc- 
tober 1 serving the Tidewater area 
of Virginia as the nation’s first non- 
commercial religious television station. 


The religious programs on the new 


channel represent the major Protes- 
tant denominations of the community. 
Approximately 50 per cent of the sta- 
tion’s 20-hour week will be devoted 
to religious programs. “We are in- 
terdenominational in outlook,” Robert- 
son stresses, “and shall put emphasis 
on those things which draw together 
rather than those things which cause 
division.” 

The station will accept no commer- 
cial advertising, but expects to meet its 
$1,000 per week budget from the con- 
tributions of its listeners and friends. 
Future plans call for similar religious 
television stations in other metropo- 
litan areas on the eastern seaboard 
until there is a network of Christian 
stations, Robertson says. 





Typhoon’s Aim Changed 
As Prayers Ask Safety 


TAIPEI, Formosa (CNS) — While 
newspaper headlines bluntly asserted 
that only a “miracle” could save For- 
mosa from the onslaught of typhoon 
Nancy, President Chiang Kai-Shek 
and Madame Chiang, with her prayer 
group — consisting of wives of govern- 
ment leaders — gave themselves to 
prayer. In a manner weather men 
considered “nothing short of a mir- 
acle,” the typhoon completely reversed 
its course and missed the island al- 
together. 


Typhoon Nancy, considered by 
weather men to be “the strongest ty- 
phoon ever recorded” and coming on 
the heels of a typhoon which had 
wrought large-scale havoc in north- 
eastern’ Formosa, was clearly forecast 
to hit this island with winds of 230 
miles-per-hour. All weather men on 
Taiwan had predicted that the island 
would bear the brunt of a frontal as- 
sault by the typhoon. They further 
predicted that even with major changes 
in course there would be gale winds 
to batter the island. 


While many of the people appeared 
to have resigned themselves to fate, 
the President and Madame Chiang, 
with their friends, turned to prayer. 
When word came that the storm had 
reversed its direction entirely, the 
group turned from prayer to praise. 


Liberal mention of the incident was 
made in newspapers all over Formosa. 





Money, with a politician, is trash 
when it is to come out of the people. 
—Davip CROCKETT. 


Youth Leader Meeting 
Will Hear Rep. Judd 


CHICAGO, Ill. (CNS) — Congress. 
man Walter Judd will be one of the 
principal speakers at a Conference on 
Communism and the American Heri- 
tage for Christian youth leaders to 
be held here December 14-15. The 
conference is the second in a series 
to be sponsored by the National Asgo- 
ciation of Evangelicals. The first was 
held last July 4. 


Several hundred youth leaders from 
over the nation are expected to attend, 
In addition to hearing noted speakers, 
the youth workers will participate in 
problem clinics, see a special showing 
of two new films, and preview litera. 
ture and audio-visuals that are avyail- 
able to help them inform youth about 
Communism. Among the speakers will 
be John Broger, director for armed 
forces information and education in 
the Department of Defense; Dr. Clyde 
Taylor, secretary of public affairs for 
the National Association of Evangel- 
icals; John Noble, a former prisoner 
of the Communists, and Rev. Frank 
Curry, assistant pastor at Moody 
Church, Chicago. 


The two films which will have spe- 
cial showings are “The Eleventh Com- 
mandment” and “Question Seven.” 
The first tells the story of what hap- 
pened in a Chinese village when the 
Communists took over. ‘Question 
Seven” is a production of Lutheran 
Film Associates showing the pressures 
on young people in East Germany. 


Attendance at the conference is by 
invitation only, but pastors and those 
who work with young people may re- 
ceive an invitation and a copy of the 
program by writing to NAE, P. 0. 
Box 28, Wheaton, Illinois. 





Signs Obscenity Law 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (RNS) — Gov- 
ernor David L. Lawrence has signed 
into law a bill designed to keep 
Pennsylvania’s law on obscenity in line 
with recent Supreme Court decisions. 
It provides that it shall be unlawful 
for a person “knowingly” to sell or 
exhibit obscene publications or to re 


quire a distributor to purchase ob | 


scene publications as a condition of 
obtaining other non-obscene literature. 
Recent Supreme Court decisions said 
that the element of knowledge is 
necessary for conviction. 
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A message for Thanksgiving — 





How To Give Thanks 


Scripture: Psalm 116:8-14 


The 116th Psalm is a psalm of 
thanksgiving. It begins with a joyous 
Hallelujah. Then the poet expresses 
his love for the Lord. He had been 
in deep distress, anguish and despair, 
and had sent up a prayer, “O God, I 
beseech Thee, deliver my soul, save 
my life.” 


God had heard his prayer and saved 
his life, so that he continues, “The 
Lord is gracious and merciful, pro- 
tecting the poor souls — I was help- 
less and He helped me.” He goes on 
to enumerate the blessings for which 
he is thankful: God saved his life 
from death, his eyes from tears and 
his feet from stumbling. For these 
he will offer thanks. But how? The 
answer that he finds is our inspira- 
tion for this message. 


To begin with, most of us have 
occasionally felt a kindred relation- 
ship with this poet of old. We, too, 
have been the recipients of God’s gifts. 
Many times we have been in. difficult 
circumstances of one kind or. another 


W. J. B. LIVINGSTON, Th.D. 


and the Lord was our help. And 
then we have known a heritage so 
large and so great that we wonder at 
the magnitude of the blessing. There 
wells from us the desire to say, “Thank 
you!” but how to do it often escapes 
us. 


I 


Said the poet of old, first of all, 
“I will take the cup of salvation and 
call upon the Name of the Lord.” 


The sacrifice to which he evidently 
refers is that Old Testament prefigure 
of the cup in the garden and the cross. 
Someone has said that the greatest 
sin is the failure to return love, for 
the greatest commandment is to love 
our Lord with our all. God has dem- 
onstrated His love toward us in the 
sacrifice of His Son and offers to us 
the cup of salvation from which we 
may drink if we will. To refuse the 
cup, to think: it folly or unnecessary, 
isto indicate ingratitude. We can 
offer our thanksgiving by accepting 
the gift so freely- given and calling 
upon the Name of the Lord. 








ees 23s =e 





Thanksgiving—With Reverence and Prayer 


“Now, therefore, I, John F. Kennedy, President of the United States of 
America, in consonance with the joint resolution of Congress approved 
December 26, 1941, which designates the fourth Thursday in November 
of each year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim Thursday, the 
_— day of November of this year, as a day of national thanks- 

ing. ; 


“IT urge all citizens to make this Thanksgiving not merely a holiday 
from their labors, but rather a day of contemplation. I ask the head of 
each family to recount to his children the story of the first New England 
Thanksgiving, thus to impress upon future generations the heritage of 
this nation born in toil, in danger, in purpose, and in the conviction that 
right and justice and freedom can oo man’s efforts persevere and 
come to fruition with the blessing of God. 


“Let us observe this day with reverence and with prayer that will 
rekindle in us the will and show us the way not only to preserve our 
blessings, but also to extend them to the four corners of the earth. Let 
us by our example, as well as by our material aid, assist all people of 
all nations who are striving to achieve a better life in freedom.”—From 
the President’s proclamation of Thanksgiving. 
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II 


Next the psalmist says, “I will live 
mindful of Thee now in the land of 
the living.” 


He expected to walk before the Lord, 
mindful of Him, in the land of the 
living. What does this mean? One 
of the biographers of St. Francis of 
Assisi tells that one day Francis took 
a lesser Brother with him on a preach- 
ing tour of the village below the mon- 
astery. They walked silently through 
the village streets, the Brother follow- 
ing Francis. When they returned to 
the monastery, the Brother said, “But 
I thought we were going into the vil- 
lage to preach?” Francis replied, “We 
did preach. Unless we preach as we 
walk we cannot preach when we talk.” 


Give thanks by letting your walk 
support your talk! The psalmist in- 
dicated his intention to walk before 
the Lord now. That is, he determined 
to bring his conversation, his business 
dealings, his family life, his reading, 
his talking, his social life — all be- 
fore the Lord, bringing it all into 
conformity with God’s will and pur- 
poses, 


In the prophecy of Micah, the proph- 
et speaks out during a time of great 
religious revival, a time of sacrifices 
and offerings. He reminds the people 
that these things are not in themselves 
well-pleasing to God. God wants the 
sacrifice of the heart represented in 
the gifts of substance. He asks us 
to be just and kind and to live in fel- 
lowship with Him (Micah 6:8). 


Il 


In the third place the psalmist said, 
“I will pay my vows unto the Lord 
now in the presence of all the people.” 


There is no indication as to what 
the vows may have been, but what- 





ever, he intends to fulfill them. I 
wonder how many of us have taken 
upon ourselves vows at some time in 
life? I wonder, further, how we have 
kept the vows we have made? Surely 
the keeping of our vows is a way we 
can express our thanksgiving to God: 


—There are the vows we took when 
we made our profession of faith in 
Christ and united with His Church. 
Among them we vowed to endeavor 
to live as a follower of Christ. We 
vowed to support the church in its 
work and worship to the best of our 
abilities; and we vowed to submit our- 
selves to the government and the dis- 
cipline of the church, promising to 
study its purity and its peace. 


Did we study those vows before we 
took them and were we mindful of the 
obligations they placed upon us? Do 


we call them to mind from time to 
time as we think on our relationship 
to the church of which we are mem- 
bers? Is it possible that in the mat- 
ter of support we are absent from 
worship unnecessarily and in work 
add little or nothing? 


The Presbyterian Church is a body 
whose Head is Christ Himself. It is 
governed by elders and in this sense 
is not a purely congregational venture. 
But the officers of the church are not 
the only workers in the church. And to 
study the purity and peace of the 
church is to set one’s mind upon the 
testimony of one’s life, seeking always 
to keep the church to which we belong 
pure and at peace. To submit means 
yielding ourselves to the judgment of 
those who govern the church and walk- 
ing in harmony with those who are 
over us in the Lord. 


— Then, when we stood before the 
church and presented our infants for 
baptism we took vows. We promise 
to set before our child a godly gy. 
ample. We promised to pray with him 
and for him. We promised to teach 
him the doctrines of our holy religion 
and to strive by all means of God's 
appointment to bring him up in the 
nurture (that which promotes spiritug] 
growth) and the admonition (that 
which counsels, reproves and dis. 
ciplines) of the Lord. Surely if we 
are grateful we will keep these vows, 


— And, of course, there are other 
vows we have taken. Our wedding 
vows come to mind, and the vows we 
took when we became church officers, 
I have been re-reading the vows | 
took when I became a member of the 
Presbytery: “Do you promise to he 

(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 





Suggestions for Bible Study-Prayer Groups 


(Helpful guidance for persons wanting to start one) 


1. Groups of 5 to 10 persons provide 
the best gathering for profitable par- 
ticipation and fellowship. 


2. Since these. groups offer vital op- 
portunity for Friendship Evangelism, 
it. is important to include persons who 
are: timid, lonely or unchurched. 


38. Persons of any age or single or 
widowed can be included in the group. 


4. Meetings can be held as frequently 
as the group desires. Perhaps once 
or twice a month is a good plan. 


5. It is well to determine the time 
limit before beginning. A preferred 
time limit is 11% to 2 hours. 


6. If refreshments are served, they 
should be very simple. It is best to 
serve them as soon as the group gath- 
ers so that a spirit of fellowship pre- 
vails. 


7. The host should be responsible for 
beginning and closing the discussion. 
It might be well to suggest that no one 
dominate the discussion. 


8. A prayer for the illumination of 
the Holy Spirit should precede the Bi- 
ble Reading. 


9. The Gospel of Luke or Philippians 
or Psalms 1, 19, 23, 27, 46, 91, 119, 121, 
or the Sermon on the Mount (Mat- 
thew 5-7) are good passages with 
which to begin. 


10. The passage discussed need not 
be long or limited. A few verses may 
occupy the group for the evening. 
When the allotted time is up, stop! 
Then proceed from that point at the 
next meeting. 


11. A paragraph forms a good basis 
of discussion because it constitutes a 
unit of thought. Ask someone to read 
the paragraph while each member asks 
himself, “What is the main thought 
of this passage? or “what does God 
say to me in these verses?” 


12. It is helpful for the various mem- 
bers to compare the Authorized Ver- 
sion with different translations such 
as the Revised Standard Version, Phil- 
lips, New English Bible, Berkeley, 
Amplified New Testament, ete. Com- 
parison of translation where there is 
a marked difference helps to bring out 
the thought and give new insights into 
the passage. The use of Commentaries 
is discouraged. 


13. Participation should be volun. 


tary but each member should be en- § 


couraged to make comments or ask 
questions. 


14. At no time should the discussion | 


degenerate into an argument. This 
would destroy the purpose and blessing 
of the fellowship. 

15. It is helpful to select the passage 
to be used for the next meeting 
that it can be read beforehand. 
16. Conclude the Bible discussion with 


voluntary prayers. Do 
these! 


17. Decide when and where to hold . 


the next meeting and disband. 


18. It is hoped that after several meet- 


ings of the group, the members wil | 
begin new groups inviting persons wh | 


have not attended such meetings. 


19. Those who enter this experienc 
with expectation and faith and praye 
will receive a rich blessing. 
said, “Where two or three are gathered 
together in My Name, there am I i 
the midst of them.” 

—(Rev.) William A. Swets 

Holland, Mich. 
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The last of four messages on SECRETS OF POWER— 





The Power of the Surrendered Life 


Text: “And when they had prayed, 
the place was shaken where they were 
assembled together, and they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
they spake the Word of God with 
boldness” (Acts 4:31). 


In a sermon published in Decision, 
Larry Love shares with us a phrase 
which he picked up while in London 
with the Billy Graham team. He saw 
there a very exclusive and expensive 
magazine advertised with this slogan: 
“Read by an overwhelming minority.” 
Correctly he applies this to the 
Church: God’s overwhelming minority. 


It helps to clear our thinking when 
we realize that Christianity has al- 
ways been a minority movement. When 
Constantine embraced the cross, Chris- 
tianity became acceptable and even 
popular in western lands. But that 
was no unmixed blessing. When per- 
secution ceased, purity and power 
diminished also. As prestige of posi- 
tion came in the front door, the self- 
lessness of service slipped out the 
back. Since World War II the Church 
in America has experienced unprece- 
dented popularity and growth, but 
where is the accompanying increase 
in power? 


Statistics now indicate that even our 
apparent majority is a waning thing. 
Fewer and fewer people are being 
added to the Church in proportion to 
the population. It has been said re- 
cently that if present trends continue, 
Protestantism will be a minority move- 
ment in America by the year 2000. 


But even if the statistics indicated 
an increasing apparent majority, all 
honest Christians know that in terms 
of vital commitment Christianity is in 
the minority and always has been. 
In the city or in the country, at army 
camp or on the college campus, at 
high school or junior high, the sur- 


J. SHERRARD RICE, D.D. 


rendered life is a rare and magnifi- 
cent thing. 


Dedicated Christians have always 
been God’s overwhelming minority. 


We have been considering together 
“Secrets of Power” as we have found 
them suggested in Acts 4:31. Three 
of these secrets are immediately evi- 
dent: prayer, the Holy Spirit, and the 
Word of God. 


But there is a fourth one which 
underlines the other three, and is at 
the same time the fruit of them. It 
is the power of the surrendered life, 
and it is found hidden in the personal 
pronoun “they.” Perhaps “hidden” is 
not the proper word. It occurs four 
times, though it is nonetheless easy to 
overlook it. Because they assembled 
together and because they prayed, the 
place was shaken. Because they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and be- 
cause they spake the Word of God 
with boldness the powers of evil 
around them were shaken also. 


I 


Who are “they”? We do not really 
know. Peter and John were there, 
and the other disciples. Philip and 
Stephen were there, and the others 
soon to be elected deacons. Barnabas 
was there, and later Paul. But most 
of them are unknown to us, a part of 
that great anonymous army of the 
servants of the Lord. Yet it was 
“they” who wrote the history of the 
early Church and turned the world up- 
side down. 


But perhaps we are wrong in speak- 
ing of them as a minority at all. In 
the book of Daniel Nebuchadnezzar 
tried to put to death a part of God’s 
overwhelming minority, three He- 
brew lads named Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. But looking into the 
fiery furnace in astonishment he ex- 
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claimed: “Did not we cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire? ... 
Lo, I see four men loose, walking in 
the midst of the fire, and they have 
no hurt; and the aspect of the fourth 
is like a son of the gods” (Daniel 3: 
24-25). 


Years ago a Sunday School teacher 
taught me a phrase I have never for- 
gotten: “One man plus God is a ma- 
jority.” This fact was brought to the 
king of Babylon with dramatic effect. 
In the New Testament it shook the 
foundations of the Roman Empire. 


“One man plus God is a majority.” 
The power of the surrendered life has 
been invincible throughout history. 
When God commanded Moses to lead 
His people out of Egypt, the once 
proud prince, now an humbled shep- 
herd, replied: “Who am I that I should 
go unto Pharaoh?” And the answer 
came back: “Certainly I will be with 
thee” (Exodus 3:11-12.) 


David confronted Goliath with this 
assurance: “Thou comest to me with 
a sword and with a spear, and with 
a javelin: but I come to thee in the 
Name of the Lord of hosts, the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom thou 
hast defied” (I Samuel 17:45). Like 
Moses before him, Jeremiah protested: 
“Ah, Lord God, behold I know not how 
to speak for I am a child.” But again 
the answer came: “Say not, I am a 
child, for to whomsoever I shall send 
thee thou shalt go, and whatsoever I 
shall command thee thou shalt speak. 
Be not afraid because of them: for I 
am with thee to deliver thee... 
(Jeremiah 1:6-8). In each case that 
one man plus God became a majority. 


History only continues the testimony 
the Bible began. Martin Luther op- 
poses all the power of Rome: “Here 
I stand. God helping me, I can do 
no other.” David Livingstone left his 


native Scotland for unknown Africa, 
with his finger on a verse of Scrip- 
ture: “Go ye into all the world... 


Lo, I am with you alway .. .” Said 
he: “That’s the word of a gentleman, 
and I can depend upon it.” So saying 
he went forth to win a continent for 
Jesus Christ. 


From the history of the Great 
Awakening in America comes the 
story of four men at Hampden-Syd- 
ney College, banded together for 
prayer. Although a Church institu- 
tion, faith was at such a low level 
that they were the butt of ridicule 
throughout the campus. One night 
the President of the College came by 
and found the students trying to break 
up their prayer meeting. He invited 
them to his own home, and they gath- 
ered there with him for many weeks. 
Gradually the Spirit began to move 
out into the campus and more and 
more men petitioned to join them un- 
til revival was aflame. A visiting 
minister was deeply moved and car- 
ried this triumphant witness with him 
as he went forth. Through Virginia, 
the Carolinas, and the frontier the 
Spirit moved with power. Once again 
“the place was shaken” by prayers of 
God’s overwhelming minority. 


Zinzendorf and his followers com- 
muned at Herrnhut and the Moravian 
Church was born. Wesley’s heart was 
strangely warmed at Aldersgate and 
the Methodist Church beat like a 
white-hot flame against the spread- 
ing chill of unbelief that threatened 
to engulf England. And in 1961 a 
young pastor, assuming the heavy re- 
sponsibility of his charge, wrote a 
friend: “I was scared to death—un- 
til I realized that with God on my 
side we should have an irresistible ma- 
jority.” 

II 


Of what does the surrendered life 
consist? Let us look briefly at the 
pattern we find in the life of Christ 
and then at the human realization of 
it in the early Church. 


“And Jesus returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee . . .” (Luke 
4:14a). This brief insight into the 
life of Christ throws a flood of light 
on the meaning of the surrendered 
life. Three questions suggest them- 
selves. Where had He been? How 
did He come? Whither did He go? 


At the climax of the ministry of 
John the Baptist Jesus offers Him- 
self for baptism; and as He was “pray- 
ing, the heaven was opened, and the 





ALL THE WAYS OF AMAN 
ARE CLEAN IN HIS OWN EYES: 
BUT THE LORD 
WEIGH ETH THE 
SPIRIT PRov.ie:2 



















Pe ~ a . Mina —~ 
CULTURE or CONVICTION 
Holy Spirit descended in a_ bodily 
form, as a dove upon Him, and a voice 


came out of heaven: thou art My be- 
loved Son; in Thee I am well pleased.” 











What happened next is of strategic 
importance in the Christian’s life. Our 
surrender is not complete at baptism 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon us. 
That is only the raw material out of 
which surrender can be fashioned. 
Move on: “Jesus, full of the Holy 
Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 
was led in the Spirit in the wilderness 
during forty days, being tempted of 
the devil.” 


Here Jesus made His complete sur- 
render: “It is written: Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him 
only shalt thou serve.” 


How then did He come? He re- 
turned, not in ignorance of the great 
power that was His, as we Christians 
so often are. Nor did He return in 
any uncertainty as to how His God- 
given power should be used.. He had 
completely yielded to the will of God. 
The channels of His life were open. 
He returned in the full power of the 
Spirit. 


And whither did He go? “Into Gal- 
ilee .. .” Has familiarity caused us 
to miss the significance of these words? 
Long since Jesus has clothed this tiny 
province with a mystic wonder, as He 
does the humblest lives where He 
makes His dwelling. But in those days 
it would have been hard to pick a 
place more remote from the tides of 
history. Where will we find a great- 
er example of self-denial, of ambition 
that has been completely subordinated 





to the service of the King? That this 
Man, full of this power, should labor 
in this unimportant place is a gy. 
preme example of the surrendered life, 
And so it was to the “end”... and 
on beyond. 


III 


Where better can we catch the pat. 
tern of the surrendered life in the 
early Church than in that first ex. 
ample which follows Pentecost in Acts 
2:37-472 Time would fail us to do 
justice to these words. 


They begin with repentance and bap. 
tism, receiving the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Repentance here is no casual 
regret for wrong-doing. It is what 
the Shorter Catechism describes it to 
be: “Repentance unto life is a saving 
grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true 
sense of his sin, and apprehension of 
the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with 
grief and hatred of his sin, turn from 
it unto God, with full purpose of, and 
endeavor after, new obedience.” This 
changed direction is the beginning of 
the surrendered life. 





The characteristic words thereafter 


are: “They continued steadfastly .. .” 
They were a dedicated fellowship. 
Theirs was not a religion of moods; 
it was not a thing of fits and starts; 
from the very beginning they began 
to build into their lives certain holy 
habits without which they could not 
grow. And they persevered in those 
habits day by day, regardless of what 
the conditions: “They continued stead- 
| 


Theirs was also a deepening fellow- 
ship. The elements of their common 
life were now the apostles’ doctrine, 
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and 
the prayers. Thus they made war 
against ignorance, loneliness, spiritual 
hunger, and loss of communion with 
God. Their ministrations went to the 
heart of the problem and men were 
re-made from within. 


Such things as these are not “done 
in a corner.” Theirs was a dynamic 
fellowship. “Fear came upon every 


soul;” that awe and reverence that | 


comes when we know that we are in 


the presence of the living God. “Many | 


wonders and signs were done by the 
apostles;” above all, the miracle of 
transformed lives. Then, they “had 
all things common.” And no matter 
what the past may have held, they 
were now characterized by “gladness 
and singleness of heart, praising God, 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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THE BELK BROTHERS CO. 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk's philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





The Dollar Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Resident Mgr. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, 8. C. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 
R. E. McCormick, Resident Mgr. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Resident Mgr. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Resident Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, 


» Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Resident Mgr. 
GEORGIA 
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DITORIALS 


Let’s All Get Together? 


The sweeping proposal by Dr. Gresh- 
am (p. 3, this issue), that all Church- 
es come together immediately, leaving 
their differences unsettled, is but a 
reflection of the sentiment of liberal 
religion generally and of organizations 
representing liberal religion specifical- 
ly, such as the National Council of 
Churches. 


Such a proposal will seem eminent- 
ly attractive to many sincere Chris- 
tians. What’s wrong with it, if any- 
thing? 


The fallacy of any union in which 
congregations will be allowed to go 
their independent ways while Mis- 
sions boards, schools, publishing houses 
and seminaries merge under single ad- 
ministrations, will be immediately ap- 
parent in the answers demanded by 
certain critical questions: 


Who will administer the Missions 
programs, and what policies will pre- 
vail in the selection and appointment 
of missionaries; and in the conduct 
of Missions work? 


Who will teach in the schools and 
what will they teach? 


Who will write the literature and 
what will it say when it appears? 


Who will teach in the united semi- 
naries and what will be taught? 


There is no such thing as “work- 
ing together” while maintaining dif- 
fering doctrinal and polity standards 

- at any level. “Working together” 
always requires a common agreement 
about the things done together. 


Take the present proposal for an 
example. For how long do you sup- 
pose that “our beliefs would be di- 
verse,” after all agencies influencing 
beliefs were merged? 


The Disciples (Dr. Gresham) are in 
the process of uniting with the United 
Church of Christ, a body formed by 
the merger of Congregational Church- 
es and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church. 


The United Church of Christ, in 
turn, has taken the leadership in sev- 


eral other merger negotiations. They 
have already indicated a willingness 
to become a part of the Blake-Pike 
denomination as soon as it is constitut- 
ed; they already have merged their 
Campus Christian Life work with the 
UPUSA (Northern Presbyterian) 
work: a United Church minister is 
now in charge of publication and pro- 
gramming for this merged student 
work (with which some Presbyterian, 
US, student groups are also merged). 


But this is what the Unitarian Reg- 
ister, with more theological discern- 
ment than many Protestant church- 
men, has to say about this United 
Church of Christ’s official creed: 


“Although we properly distrust such 
‘creeds’ on principal, liberals will find 
the new statement more unitarian than 
any theological pronouncement yet to 
come from an ‘orthodox’ denomination. 


“To be sure the unitarianism is 
largely negative. The trinity is not 
mentioned. Jesus is not called God or 
Saviour, but He is called Lord. God 
is an Infinite Spirit who is Jesus’ 
Father, but He is also Father of all 
men. Jesus is called a Man. The 
Bible is not mentioned. 


“In short, aside from. the Madison 
Avenue language of the thing there 
is nothing to roil the liberal Chris- 
tians and much to annoy the conserva- 
tive Christians in the United Church. 
It might, in fact, have been adopted 
by any Unitarian church of a century 
ago. 


“If the statement does represent the 
current theology of the United Church, 
it makes one gesture of some of its 
members a little ridiculous. In view 
of the omission of the formula ‘God 
and Saviour,’ why do they remain ar- 
rogantly self-righteous in approving 
exclusion of Unitarian and Universal- 
ist churches from the various Coun- 
cils of Churches — for refusing to 
use those very words?” 





Thoughtful Presbyterians need read 
no further. And what to do? En- 
courage every effort to bring togeth- 


er the scattered and sometimes inef- 
fective Evangelical and Presbyterian 
witness; discourage every effort to 
amalgamate every variety of religious 
opinion through “ecumenical” church 
movements and Councils of Churches, 


At the local level, whenever Presby- 
terian, US, work is merged with that 
of other denominations (and dont 
think it isn’t being done in your area) 
find out who those denominations are 
and what they stand for. If they 
don’t stand for classic Reformed re- 
ligion, insist that the merger arrange- 
ment be terminated. 





Religion’s Foes and 
‘Christmas Cards’ 
Make sure that the Lord Jesus 


Christ is honored by your Christmas 
cards! 


It is almost too late to bring up 
the subject, but we would urge 


Journal readers to be more discrimi- | 


nating than usual in the selection of 
their “season’s greetings.” Not only 
matters of taste but also matters of 
subversion are involved. 


Forces destructive of religion are 
trying hard to undermine the Chris- 
tian way of life, by infiltrating with 
degenerate forms the arts accepted 
by Christians. Both music and paint- 
ing have been affected. Trash, in the 
name of “realism,” is being peddled 
to unsuspecting people who will help 








with the subversion by accepting it | 


and distributing it. . 
cards, for example. 


We have just noticed that Presby- 
terian Life (Nov. 1) is advertising 
Christmas cards by UNICEF (the UN 
Children’s Fund), with designs con- 
tributed by Pablo Picasso. 


In the first place, we can see no 
reason for using a greeting card 
sketched by such a foe of religion as 
Pablo Picasso, to honor the Saviour’s 
birthday—regardless of what you may 
think of his grotesque art. 


In the second place we can see 
nothing in the record of UNICEF to 
commend it to thoughtful Christian 
Americans—Trick or Treats to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 


In UNICEF we have an organiza- 
tion presumably devoted to aiding 
underprivileged children, 
which grave questions have been 
raised. The U.S. government con- 
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tributes more than 80% of the sup- 
port of UNICEF. 19 of the nations 
supporting UNICEF do so with “non- 
convertible funds”—that is, with money 
that cannot leave the country but 
must be used to benefit the country 


making the “contribution.” 


The record of persons associated 
with UNICEF is frequently a sordid 
one. Space permits just one example 
related to the subject of this editorial: 
Hans Erni, a Swiss national and active 
member of the Swiss-Soviet Friend- 
ship Association, drew the design, 
“Brothers,” on the two official 
UNICEF cards sold last year. Mr. 
Erni has been denied a visa to enter 
the United States. 





Recover Reformation 
By Return to Rome? 


In the name of the Reformation, 
Canon Wedel (story, p. 3) finds the 
Roman Church, from which the Refor- 
mers fled, an object of admiration. 


In Rome, Canon Wedel says, we 
find what the Protestant Church needs: 
unity, the fear of God and respect 
for the Ten Commandments. To re- 
cover the strength of the Reformation 
we must recover the unity of the 
Church, he says. 


Modern ecumenical religion is de- 
termined to diagnose the ills of the 
Church and prescribe a cure without 
reference to those classic doctrines of 
the Church (the old-time religion) 
which once made her great and the 
loss of which has reduced her to a 
form, without Godliness. 


The genius of the Reformation has 
been called its “concern for the peo- 
ple;” its great insight has been de- 
scribed as “a sense of Mission;” its 
greatest strength has been defined as 
“preoccupation with the total life of 
man;” its greatest contribution (Canon 
Wedel) was its “unity.” All wrong. 


We need to recover the vitality of 
the Reformation, indeed: an awe be- 
fore the supernatural presence of God 
and His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
a conviction that without Christ men 
are sinners condemned to everlasting 
punishment; the justification of those 
sinners from the guilt and penalty of 
sin by faith (only) in Jesus Christ 
(alone); the sanctification of born 
again children of God by the inward 
working of the Holy Spirit; growth 

(Cont. on p. 20, col. 3) 





A Layman And His Church 





Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





REGARDLESS OF cost! 


How many Christians are willing to 
pray, in every circumstance, “O God, 
help me to live for Thy glory, regard- 
less of the cost”? 


We want a form of Christianity 
which does not cost too much in terms 
of personal comfort and pleasure. We 
are glad to be classified as Christians 
provided it does not mean going over- 
board for God. 


Yet God is looking, even longing 
for men and women who are willing to 
suffer if need be; and if such suffer- 
ing is within His plan and will for 
their lives. 


When the Apostle Paul was con- 
verted on the Damascus road he want- 
ed to be sure of the identity of the 
One who had so rudely interrupted 
his mission against the Christians. 
“Who art Thou, Lord?” he said, to 
which there came the reply, “I am 
Jesus whom thou perszcutest.” Later 
the Lord Jesus said to the questioning 
Ananias, “For I will show him how 
great things he must suffer for My 
Name’s sake.” 


Who of us has suffered for the 
Lord? Who has not at some time 
rather weighed the cost of disciple- 
ship and thought it too heavy. But 
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God needs men and women willing 
to follow Him at any cost. 


Some will suffer physically for the 
Name of Christ. Some will suffer the 
penalty of misunderstanding, criticism 
and even ostracism. Some will find 
cherished plans thwarted in favor of 
a God-ordained plan which will bring 
hardship, but great blessing. 


Certainly Christianity is not to be 
identified with useless suffering, but 
for some suffering is the aftermath 
of surrender and in that suffering 
there is joy and blessing. 


Christians should not go out look- 
ing for martyrdom; nor should they 
avoid the price of obedience, what- 
ever that may be. 


It is in the realm of every day liv- 
ing that many of us need to face up 
to the fact that Christ may require 
of us a price for our loyalty to Him. 
Let us never forget that the anticipat- 
ed cost may be heavy by worldly stan- 
dards but infinitely precious by God’s. 
Not for nought does our Lord assure 
us: “For My woke is easy, and My 
burden is light.” 


We live in a world which needs to 
be challenged by men and women who 
count not their lives more precious 
than God’s Kingdom; who are willing 
to go all-out, regardless of what that 
may imply. The world has always 
regarded such people as fanatics, even 
while according them a grudging re- 
spect, but our concern is not what 
the world thinks but what God thinks. 


Can we honestly pray: “Oh God, 
help me to live for Thy glory, regard- 
less of the cost”? Within the scope of 
that prayer there may be found a 
peace and joy to be found in no other 
way — and a new usefulness in the 
work of God’s Kingdom. 





All science rests on faith for it as- 
sumes the permanence and uniformity 
of natural law — a thing which can- 
not be demonstrated. — Tryon Eb- 
WARDS, Modern Dictionary of Thoughts. 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Today’s lesson deals with two portions of Scripture from the Gos- 
The first passage 
the second 


pels and one portion from the Book of Acts. 


presents the principle of “growth through witnessing;” 
passage suggests ways to put into effect the principle; and the 
third passage shows how the principle of witnessing was put into 
effect in the days of early Christianity. The first passage is thus 
The second passage is some- 
what like a rehearsal of the third. The third passage thus be- 


the foundation of the other two. 


comes a climax of the other two. 


Il. “YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD” 
(Matthew 5:13-16). 


In this first passage Christians are spoken of figura- 
tively as “salt” and as “light.” Each of these bring 
to our attention the same general truths. 


1. “Ye are the salt of the earth” (v. 13). Itisa 
well known fact that salt has certain very distinct 
qualities. 


a. Salt preserves and purifies; it keeps things from 
corruption. Thus salt is an apt figure of Christians 
as a preserving and purifying quality in this present 
evil age. (See Rom. 13:11-13; Eph. 4:17-24; I Pet. 
4:1-6). 


b. Salt makes food palatable and tasty. Thus it is 
the presence of the Christian in the world that changes 
the world for the better. For Christ can give real 
meaning to life and existence. (John 4:14; 10:10; 
17:3; Rom. 6:23; 8:6; 14:17; Gal. 6:8). 


But our Lord speaks here also of salt that has “lost 
its savor.” Is not this a description of those who 
have lost their effectiveness and power in Christian 
testimony? (John 15:1-8; II Cor. 6:11-18; Gal. 5:1-12; 
Heb. 6:1-12; Rev. 2:3-5). 


2. “Ye are the light of the world” (v. 14). Let us 
look at the following: 


a. This statement does not mean that Christians 
originate their own light. Our hearts within were 
dark before Christ came in (Eph. 4:17f; Col. 1:13). 
Christ is the Light of the world (John 1:4,5,7,9; 8:12; 
9:5). Therefore, a Christian has light only because 
Christ dwells in his heart (II Cor. 4:4,6). (By “light” 
is meant life and goodness.) 


b. This statement suggests that there is a great 
contrast between Christians, who are children of the 
light (Eph. 5:8; I Thess. 5:5,8; I Pet. 2:9), and un- 
believers, who are children of the darkness (Acts 26: 
18; Col. 1:13). Christ’s Kingdom is a kingdom of light; 
but the Devil’s kingdom is all darkness. 


c. This statement also teaches that Christians should 


Lesson for December 3, 1961 
GROWTH THROUGH WITNESSING 


Bible Material: Matthew 5:13-16; Luke 
10:1-24; Acts 4:13-21 


Devotional Reading: Acts 1:6-11 


Memory Selection: Acts 4:20 





use all the light that God has given them. The Word 
of God is a light to us in this dark world (Ps. 119: 
105; II Cor. 4:4-6). 


d. This statement means that Christians should 
walk in the light (I John 1:5-7). This simply tells 
us that nothing of darkness (evil, sin) should be tole. 
rated in the life of a believer. In this “crooked and 
perverse generation” we Christians are to be “seen as 
lights in the world, holding forth the Word of life” 
(Phil. 2:15f, American Version) . 


Christ uses two illustrations: (1) a city on a hill 
cannot be hid; (2) a candle on a candlestick “giveth 
light to all that are in the house.” Then, on the 
basis of these illustrations, Christ gives two results 
that will follow when Christians let their “light so 
shine before men”: (1) men will see the good works 
of Christians; (2) they will thereby glorify the Chris. 
tians’ God in heaven. Though we are not saved by 
our good works, still it is quite evident that they are 
the necessary fruits of our faith (Acts 9:36; Eph. 2:10; 
I Tim. 5:10,25; 6:18). By such means we glorify our 
Heavenly Father (John 15:8; Gal. 1:24; I Pet. 2:12). 


Ill. “THE HARVEST TRULY IS GREAT” (Luke 
10:1-24) . 


This lengthy section may be considered as a prelude 
or rehearsal of situations that the disciples were soon 
to face in preaching the Gospel after Christ’s departure 
to heaven. Almost every experience mentioned here 
can be found illustrated or reduplicated in the Book 
of Acts. It will be our purpose to show how the 
mission of the Seventy parallels and anticipates the 
mission of the disciples after Pentecost. 


1. The mission of the Seventy was a rehearsal of 
the mission of the disciples after Pentecost. 


a. Christ appointed and commissioned the Seventy 
to go forth as His messengers (v. 1); so Christ, by the 








a ae 





Spirit, commissioned and appointed the disciples to | 
go forth into the pagan world after Pentecost (Acts | 


1:7£; 9:15; 18:2-4). 


b. Christ states that the harvest is great but the 
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laborers are few (v. 2); so the whole history of apos- 
tolic Christianity was the story of a few laborers going 
forth to evangelize the pagan world (Acts 8:4; 16:9; 
94:14; 28:22). 


c. Christ said that His disciples would be as lambs 
among wolves (v. 3); so likewise the history of the 
early Church shows how often the messengers of the 
Gospel were as lambs among hostile men (Acts 4:5- 
31; 9:1f; 18:45f; 14:1-7; 20:3,29) . 


3 d. Christ declared that His servants would be re- 
ceived by some (vv. 5-8); some people did receive the 
servants of the Lord as they went forth after Pentecost 
(Acts 2:41; 4:4; 6:7; 16:15; 18:2; 28:24). 


The word back of “boldness” (parresia) is translated 
“glad fearlessness” by Montgomery. (See Acts 4:29, 
31; 9:27; 13:46; 14:3; Eph. 6:19). 

2. A true witness is one who is personally acquaint- 
ed with Jesus. (v. 13). Peter and John had been 
“with Jesus.” These men were “fully known” (epig- 
inosko) as Christians; they were not secret disciples 
of Jesus (Acts 17:6f). 


3. A true witness will be able by the power of the 
Holy Spirit to surmount his natural deficiencies (v. 
13). Peter and John were called “men without school- 
ing or skill” (Verkuyl). The New Testament relates 
that men indwelt by the Spirit were more effective 


























G than men of great human ability only (Acts 6:5,8-10; 
ke e. Christ gave to His servants the gift of heal- I Cor. 1:18-29; 2:1-9). 
ing (v. 9); many cases of healing occurred during the 4. A true witness must be willing to suffer death 
ministry of the apostles after Pentecost (Acts 3:1-10; sj asher than cease preaching in Christ’s Name (vv. 198). 
8:7; 13:8; 19:11f; 28:7ff) . The history of early Christianity is replete with ac- 
| £ Christ solemnly announced that His messengers counts telling how the messengers of Christ, though 
} would be rejected by some (vv. 10f); so likewise the often facing persecution, refused to be god by 
rd history of the early church shows how the message of threats or intimidations (Acts 5:17, 27-40; 6:10-15; 
9: salvation was rejected by many (Acts 5:33; 6:54; 13: 7:54-60; 13:45f). 

46, 51; 14:19; 17:32). " eeaasaieet vastinn  Henlapenea RON Slr aI yest Pe: "7 
ld g. Christ also warned that severe judgments would | INCREASING JOURNAL SUPPORT is coming from | 
Hs fall on those who reject His disciples (vv. 12-15); so 4 bequests. Help to continue this ministry, using this 
Ie. | the apostles, as Christ’s messengers, give similar warn- form: “I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of , 
Ri : ings in the early day of Christianity (Acts 28:25-28) . Directors of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
as |F h. The Seventy returned with joy, announcing that | ~ teeth —— ear aarneidicmatoantei dane tmtliatasier | 
fe’ | even the demons were subject to them (v. 17); so the ) Ser thn men end beneth af. adit cam ” | 

| disciples of our Lord brought the demon world into tet 

‘ll | subjection (Acts 5:16; 8:7; 16:18; 19:12). 1 sntieeteninmseiacseensieielilibdelelbbel —— ee eee | 
ath i. Christ testified that the greater joy of His dis- 

the ciples should be in the fact that their names were writ- LITERATURE ON PRESBYTERIANISM 
Its ten in heaven (v. 20); so the apostles of our Lord 

so informed their converts that their names were in the A $5 BARGAIN 
rks Lamb’s Book of Life (Acts 13:48; Phil. 4:3; Heb. 12: 
) 23). news an offer designed to promote a better 

: . Christ revealed to His disciples the true nature erstanding of Presbyterianism and its heri- 
0. | of His Person (vv. 21-22); so the apostles of our Lord, tage in this centennial year of the Presbyterian 
ur |. in their sermons and writings spoke of the majestic na- Church, U.S. These five publications (from 
9). |) ture of Christ’s Person (II Cor. 3:18; Phil. 2:5ff; Heb. poe» capes og or oo et are — 

I: 1ff; Rev. 1:13-18). . ught separately they wou 
ae OT in : cost $8.15. Order one or more sets today. 

i 2. The mission of the Seventy as a fulfilment of 

prophecy (vv. 23f). These verses teach two things: WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE by Gordon 
rs a. They tell us that the disciples of our Lord rec- ee Se 
rn ognized in the mission of the Seventy that the world- PREDESTINATION by Loraine Boetiner, regu- 
rm wide spread of the Christian message had been vividly larly $4.50. 
sok rehearsed before their very eyes. THE OF by Egbert W 
” b. They tell us also that this ministry was what the Smith, regularly $1.25. 
tne Old Testament had pointed to (Isa. 40:3-11; 41:17-20; THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING TO THE 

42:1-4; 55:1-13; Heb. 11:39f). SHORTER CATECHISM by William Childs 
of iN5)"THEY HAD BEEN WITH JESUS” (Acts Robinson, regularly $.25. 

13-21). THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, including articles 
nty This last section of our lesson illustrates vividly how by Gregg Singer. G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. 
the the apostles (Peter and John) put into practice all Scott, and B. Hoyt Evans, regularly $.15. 

to |) that they had learned from Jesus during the time they Order 
cts were under Hjs ministry. We will look at this section THE cameneeuamnens OURNAL 

') for what it suggests about witnessing for Christ. wnAMunere bol P: 
the 1, A true witness must possess boldness (v. 13). 
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Youth Program 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR DECEMBER 3, 1961: A PAIR OF PARABLES 


Scripture—Luke 15:11-32 

Suggested Hymns— 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
“O Love that Wilt Not Let Me Go” 


(This is to be another program of Bible study. See 
to it that all the young people have Bibles, preferably 
their own. 


Since this passage lends itself very well to dramatiza- 
tion, you may introduce the parable by having it acted 
out. Have one person read the narrative parts. Let 
the characters produce the appropriate actions and re- 
cite the dialogue and monologue, as indicated. These 
characters will be needed, at least: father, younger son, 
citizen, servant, older son. Additional servants and 
the prodigal’s worldly friends can also be used. 


If you do not dramatize the passage, have it read by 
someone who will give it thoughtful expression. Have 
the young people use their Bibles to answer the ques- 
tions given below. Let the leader summarize the ans- 
wers briefly on the chalkboard.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: This 
parable is often referred to as the “Pearl of Parables.” 
It is one of the most beautiful passages in the whole 
Bible. It is an appealing story with a powerful 
message. Ordinarily it is called “The Parable of the 
Prodigal Son.” Actually, though, it is two parables, 
for it is a story with two centers of interest. The 
first shows us a picture of God and a repentant sinner, 
and the second shows God and a self-righteous sinner. 


With our Bibles in hand, let us turn to this passage 
(Luke 15:11-32) and together find the answers to 
these questions as I read them one by one. 





A Dollar Can Cast A LONG Shadow."... 





FIL | 











NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL .....NO BEQUEST IS TOO MODEST..... 


THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION, INC. (U. .) welcomes inquiries from men and women o 


limited means .... who wish their dollars to live on in Christ’s name... . to cast a long shadow.... 








te FO RNs tema ae 


Rev. John R. Cunningham, D.D., Executive Director - - - - - A. Walton Litz, Associate Director and Treasurer ; 


Write or phone: 1004 Wachovia Bank Building Telephone (area code 704) 
Charlotte 2, North Carolina 375-6667 
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What evidence is there that the younger son was 
dissatisfied with the way of life in his father’s 
house? 


Why would he likely be more comfortable doing 
his “riotous living” in a distant country? 


What do you suppose became of the worldly com- 
panions who must have helped him spend his 
wealth? 


If the lad was a Jew, why would feeding the pigs 
be such a distasteful occupation? 


What does it mean, “he came to himself’? (v. 17.) 


Did he think he deserved to be treated as a son 
any more? Why? 


It is said that repentance has three parts: (1) 
sorrow for sin, (2) a change of mind or heart, (3) 
a change of direction. How does the younger son 
illustrate each of these? 


What indication is there that the father had been 
longing for the son’s return? 


Why was the son not permitted to finish what he 
had planned to say? (vv. 18-19 and 21.) 





11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


What are the indications that the young m 
was restored to full sonship? ; 


Why was the older son angry? 


Did he really love his father and brother? Ex- 
plain your reasons. 


What was his real reason for service and obedi- 
ence to the father? 


What was the difference between the attitudes 
of the two sons at the beginning of the story? 


Which son do you suppose was the greater dis- 
appointment to his father? Why? 


In the light of the whole chapter and Christian 
experience, who does the father represent? The 
younger son? The older son? (vv. 1-2.) 


Are sins of action really any worse than sins of 
attitude? Why or why not? 


How is it possible for people to appear to love 
and obey God without really doing so? 


Closing Prayer 

























OPPORTUNITIES ‘IMMENSE’ 
FOR 66 ON CONGO FIELD 


NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Now at work 
in the Congo are 66 Presbyterian US 
missionaries. The Board of World 
Missions announced that during Sep- 
tember and October, 14 missionaries 
left the States for Africa, and four 
others completed language study in 
Switzerland and went on to the Congo. 
Before independence the Presbyterian 
US force numbered 108. 


After attending the October meet- 
ing of the Congo Mission, Area Seere- 
tary Walter D. Shepard reported that 
the “opportunities today are immense.” 
He added: “But in order to take ad- 
vantage of them, the Congo mission- 
aries feel we must have more per- 
sonnel and fuller resources.” 


Actions of the Mission were for- 
warded to the Board of World Mis- 
sions for consideration at its November 
meeting. 


Returning to the field during Sep- 
tember and October were the follow- 
ing: Miss Anna K. Dickson, a nurse; 
Miss LaVerne O’Rear and Mr. and 
Mrs. Maurice, Marlette, teachers of 
missionaries’ children; Eric S. Bolton, 
teacher and industrial missionary; Dr. 
J. B. Jung, dentist; the Rev. Charles 





THE CHURCH AT HOME€E 


A. Sthreshley, evangelistic missionary; 
Mrs. John Knox Miller, Mrs. George 
R. Stuart, Jr., Mrs. Charles R. Oliver, 
Jr., Mrs. William F. Stockwell, Mrs. 
Lachlan C. Vass, Jr., Mrs. Campbell 
D. Wallace and Mrs. J. Kemp Hobson, 
all of whom are rejoining their hus- 
bands. Also returning were the four 
Miller children, the four Stuart chil- 
dren, two of the Vasses’ children, the 
Oliver child, the Stockwell’s daughter 
and the Hobson’s two daughters. 


Going to the Congo directly from 
European study were the Rev. and 
Mrs. John R. Crawford and their three 
children and the Rev. and Mrs. John 
H. LaMotte and their two children. 





Pastor Daniel Tshisungu of Lubon- 
dai, Congo, one of three Congolese 
ministers touring the US, was stricken 
with heart failure while visiting Wash- 
ington, D. C. He was critically ill for 
several days. The other two pastors 
continued their tour throughout the 
South. 





Precise knowledge is the only true 
knowledge and he who does not teach 
exactly does not teach at all. — H. W. 
BEECHER, Modern Dictionary of 
Thoughts. 
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$5 MILLION IN 5 YEARS 
RECEIVED BY DAVIDSON 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — First-phase 
gifts in Davidson College’s 15-year 
development program totalled $5,- 
157,382, the college reported in issuing 
a 125th anniversary brochure. _ This 
sum, donated during the past five 
years, should be supplemented with 
an additiona] $15. million to complete 
the development, the anniversary re- 
port said. 


The total $20.5 million program in- 
cludes $9 million for faculty: salary 
endowment, $4.6 million for plant 
needs and $6.9 million endowment for 
library, scholarships and other than 
faculty salary needs. President D. 
Grier Martin said no general cam- 
paign is planned for the immediate 
future. The Synod of North Carolina 
has approved a 1969 Davidson drive. 





SIXTH DORM STARTED 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Construc- 
tion of a $348,000 residence hall to 
house 108 students was recently be- 
gun at Queens College here. The 
building will bring the number of dor- 
mitories to six and will be completed 
for use in September, 1962. 


OFFERINGS IN LOUISIANA 
DESIGNATED FOR SCHOOL 


MINDEN, La. — Thanksgiving of- 
ferings from congregations through- 
out the Synod of Louisiana will be 
used for expansion of the two-year-old 
Evergreen School near here. The in- 
stitution for the mentally retarded 
has already reached its capacity, with 
an enrollment of 42 boys. Plans are 
being made for girls’ dormitories, as 
well as for additional housing for boys 
and additional training facilities. 


Boys from the Synod-sponsored 
school have recently been engaged in 
construction of a fellowship hall at the 
Haynesville church, a home missions 
church received from the UPUSA 
denomination. They have also done 
most of the construction and repair 
work at the school. 





C.L.C. LEADERS MEET 


MONTREAT, N. C.—Church leaders 
who will conduct seminars on the 
Covenant Life Curriculum for min- 
isters and Directors of Christian Ed- 
ucation next year met for a week-long 
training session here. Starting in the 
spring of 1962, 62 of the seminars 
will be conducted across the Presby- 


THE READERS ASK 


Q. How can I answer the objection 
to Christianity which I often hear, 
that it is not the only source of moral 
values; that indeed other religions of 
the world have teachings quite similar 
to those of Christianity? 


A. The difficulty in this matter or- 
iginates in the assumption (or the 
argument) that Christianity consists 
of teachings which are sources of moral 
values. If Christianity is the Golden 
Rule or the Ten Commandments or 
the teachings of Jesus, then a very 
real problem exists for the person try- 
ing to prove Christianity “unique” or 
notably superior to other ethical re- 
ligions such as Confucianism. Even 
the teachings of our Lord were for the 
most part not His own: they came 
from the Old Testament. 





terian, US, General Assembly. The 
first materials in the new curriculum 
will be available for adults in 1963. 
Leading the training session here 
were: Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer, Miss 
Rachel Henderlite, the Rev. Norman 
Cook, Miss Bettie Currie, Dr. William 
Ramsey and Dr. Jack McMichael. 





that study 
is a Service. 
Benjamin Jowett 


The Bible lessons in our Presby- 
terian literature encourage study 
beyond the classroom. They also 
list valuable resources for both 
students and teachers who wish 
to delve deeper into any particu- 
lar subject. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


see 












Ge. om &, 


But Christianity is not primarily 
source of moral values. Christianity 
is not even the only religion seeking 
after the Lord God Jehovah (the Jews 
and in some sense the Mohammedans 
seek after the true God). 


The uniqueness of Christianity con. 
sists not in its moral values; not even 
in the ultimate object of its attention; 
God. Christianity is unique as the 
only Way to that which others agree 
is the intent and object of religion, 
It is true that many religions teach 
the Golden Rule. But God and eternal 
life may be obtained in but one way: 
“No man cometh unto the Father but 
by Me!” There are many ways in 
the world but only one ends in eternal 
life. 

To answer this objection, get away 
from the thought that being a Chris. 
tian is being moral or being good. A 
Christian may be no better, morally, 
than his Jewish or Buddhist friend. 
But if he belongs to the Lord Jesus 
Christ (as a man may belong to the 
family “Taylor” by adoption or to 
America by naturalization) then he 
has a ticket to spiritual blessings, to 
a way of life, to eternity, that his 
friend does not have. It isn’t the way 
of life that we prize it is the ticket! 
It isn’t a matter of doing the best 
we know how, but of to Whom do we 
belong? To put it in the language 
of City Hall, it isn’t my qualifications, 
it’s my connections that count. 





POWER—ifrom p. 8 

and having favour with all the peo- 
ple.” It is no wonder that “the Lord 
added to the. Church daily such as 
should be saved.” 


A friend of mine, who is often dis- 
appointed by our timidity, says that 
the Presbyterian Church will never 
be in danger of thinking too big. But 
it is a source of strength to remember, 
in these days when not only Commv- 
nism but secularism are on the ram- 
page, that God has always worked 
in history through His overwhelming 
minority. And as a_ visitor was 
heard to pray as he was shown the 
seat where Wesley is supposed to 
have sat at Aldersgate: “Do it again, 
Lord; do it again.” 


* *+ * & # 


Dr. Rice is Minister of the First 
Church, Columbia, S. C. 
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THANKFUL—trom p. 6 

zealous and faithful in maintaining 
the truths of the Gospel and the purity 
and peace of the Church, whatever 
persecution or opposition may arise 
unto you on that account? ... Will 
you endeavor by the grace of God to 
adorn the profession of the Gospel in 
your manner of life, and to walk with 
exemplary piety before the flock of 
which God shall made you overseer?” 


Elders and deacons promise to set 
a worthy example before the church 
of which God has made them an of- 
ficer. They promise subjection to 
their brethren in the Lord; and that 
they will maintain the peace, unity, 
edification and purity of the Church. 


What better way of showing thanks 
unto God than to fulfill more fully 
than ever before the vows that we 
have made? 


IV 


In these ways the psalmist gave ex- 
pression to his thanks unto God. One 
final thought occurs: In showing 
gratitude to others we may often show 
thanks to God. 


Both little notes of thanksgiving 
and expressions of gratitude are pleas- 
ing to God. What of those to whom 
we owe much humanly speaking? What 
of that person who led us to Christ? 
What of that teacher who opened to 
us the Scriptures? What of that min- 
ister who helped us to grow in grace? 
Their hearts and our heart will re- 
joice in our giving of thanks. 


The psalmist found the secret of 
how to give thanks. He took God’s 
cup, His gifts — expressing his grati- 
tude by taking what the Lord offered. 
He determined to walk before the God 
of his fathers. He pledged himself 
to call upon Him continually. And 
he resolved to keep the vows that he 
had made. In what the psalmist found 
we, too, may find ways to give thanks. 


* * * *® 


Dr. Livingston is pastor of the First 
Church, Hampton, Va. 





There is no talent which cannot be 
used to God’s glory 

There are many ways of telling the 
old, old story. 

Sometimes the workers are few and 
the task seems hard; 

Then it is that we learn there is noth- 
ing impossible with God! 


—Virginia Henry McKinnon 
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Childrens Lille Studies 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
THE CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED LAND 


11. The Sun Stands Still 


DO YOU KNOW—How the Gibeonites tricked Joshua? 

LOOK UP IN YOUR BIBLE: Joshua 9:9,11. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Joshua and the 
Gibeonites ? 


THING TO REMEMBER: We are conquerors through Christ. 
Read Romans 8:37. 


* * * * 


THE GIBEONITES PLAY A TRICK 
Some Gibeonites went to the Israeliate camp at 


(Write ‘T’ after the Gibeonites true statements, 
and ‘L’ after lies.) 


We have come from a far country. 

We heard what God did to two kings. 

Our bread was hot the day we left. 

These bottles (wineskins) were new when we left. 
Our clothes and shoes became old on our journey. 


THE TRICK IS DISCOVERED Joshua 9: 14-21,26,27 
What was the big mistake the Israelites made? (Verse 14) 





Joshua 9: 1-13 




















What did the Israelites find out three days later? (Vs. 16) 





What happened to the Gibeonites? (Verses 26-27) 





GOD FIGHTS FOR JOSHUA Joshua 10:5,6,9-14 


When the kings of five great cities united and made war 
I Sw ek es end , the men of Gibeon sent unto 


The Lord __ __ __ — the enemy with a great slaughter. 
The Lord cast down great on the 
enemy. The Lord caused the __ __ — to stand still about a 
day. The Lord for Israel. 


* * * * 


DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE? Does the Bible mention rats? 
(Look for the answer in next week's study.) 


(Adapted from “The Conquest of the Promised Land,” Copy- 
right 1959, by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 


FORGIVENESS AND HOPE, by 
Rachel Henderlite. Jchn Knox Press, 
Richmond Va. 127 pp. $2.75. 


Forgiveness and Hope grew out 
of the George McNutt Lectures which 
Dr. Henderlite delivered at the Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary in 1959. In this book, she ex- 
amines some elements of Protestant 
theology which she thinks have been 
neglected; and she indicates the impact 
which she feels would be made on the 
Church if these doctrines received the 
emphasis which they deserve. 


In doing this she writes many things 
of which an adherent of the theology 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
could wholeheartedly approve. On the 
other hand, such a reader would find 
much with which he would disagree. 


In fact, he would differ with her 
general point of view, for, although 
since 1959 she has been the director of 
curriculum for the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S., her theological 
point of view is certainly not that 
of the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. I am not acquainted with the 
Sunday School literature of the U. S. 
Church, but, in view of what I have 
found in this book, I would surmise 
that it is based on neo-orthodox the- 
ology. Dr. Henderlite has obviously 
sat at the feet of neo-orthodox profes- 
sors, and she has learned her lessons 
well, 


—Charles E. Kirsch, Ph.D. 
Baltimore, Md. 





MISSION TO THE HEAD-HUNT- 
ERS, by Frank and Marie Drown. 
Harper and Brothers, New York, N. 
Y., 248 pp. $3.95. 


Frank and Marie Drown arrived in 
Ecuador late in 1945, feeling led by 
God to establish an indigenous church, 
deep in the jungle of eastern Ecuador 
among the savage head-shrinking Ji- 
varo Indians. This tribe was gradual- 


ly becoming extinct through revenge 
killings, warfare and disease. 


The book tells of the day-to-day 
struggle to cut out of the dense jungle 
a mission station, with no regular ra- 
dio contact, no regular plane service, 
and only axes and machetes as tools. 
More formidable than the jungle itself 
was the unwritten tribal law, shuar- 
tica. This law, which admitted no el- 
ement of progress, demanded vengeance 
for death, even though from natural 
causes. 


After five hard, back-breaking years, 
the first five converts were baptized. 
Today, fifteen years later there are 
seven churches, over two hundred com- 
municants, schools, airstrips, and a 
large experimental farm to bear testi- 
mony to the fact that God in Christ 
Jesus can and does change lives and 
civilizations. 


—(Rev.) Robert Balnicky 
Pensacola, Fla. 





HAGGAI AND MALACHI, by 
Thomas V. Moore. A Geneva Series 
Commentary. The Banner of Truth 
Trust, London. 180 pp. $1.60. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE GOS- 
PEL OF MARK, by J. A. Alexander. 
A Geneva Series Commentary. The 
Banner of Truth Trust, London. 444 
pp. $3.00. 


AN EXPOSITION OF THE EPIS- 
TLE TO THE HEBREWS, by John 
Brown. A Geneva Series Commentary. 
The Banner of Truth Trust, London. 
728 pp. $4.00. 


The intention of the Geneva Com- 
mentaries is to publish commentaries 
on many books of the Bible which rep- 
represent high standards of exegesis; 
some of which are from the Puritan 
times, others from different centuries, 
all seeking to give a spiritual and help- 
ful approach, 


The first of the three listed above 
was first published in 1856. Dr. 
Moore lived from 1818-1871 and is 
said to be one of the best expositors 
of the Princeton School. He was a 
scholar, preacher, and pastor which 
combination earned for this work Spur- 
geon’s tribute — “A capital book.” 


Dr. Alexander’s commentary on 
Mark also comes out of the last cen- 
tury, 1858, and from Princeton Semi- 
nary. As most would know who use 
commentaries, you have to live with a 
commentary over a rather long period 


of time before you know whether it j 
of value, and this reviewer has not hag 
this opportunity, but the‘ general ide 
of republishing commentaries which 
have proven of value in the past, ap. 
pears a worthy approach to supplying 
a set of helps, and not too expensive 
for the minister who wishes to preach 
the Word of God fully. 


An Exposition of the Epistle to th 
Hebrews, carries a biographical intro. 
duction which states that the author | 
was a scholar and preacher, pastor of 
the Broughton Place Church, Edip. 
burgh. His works appeared late in his 
life and are the fruits of mature },. 
bor. This commentary was firs 
printed in 1862, three years after Dr, 
Brown’s death. The work came ont 
of his preaching and teaching ani 
thus bears the devotional aspect a 
well as the exegetical. Here, again, 
it takes living with a commentary t 
know it, but on the surface, with ff 
samplings here and there, all thre 
speak to the mind and the heart. 


—wW. J. B. Livingston, Th.D. 
Hampton, Va. 





MATTHEW XXIV, AN EXPOSI. 
TION, by J. Marcellus Kik. Presby. | 
terian and Reformed Publishing Co, 
Philadelphia, Penna. 113 pp. $2.00. 


This volume is devoted to the task 
of proving that Matt. 24:4-35 is a 
definite description of the events and [ 
the time of the destruction of Jer- 
salem, while Matt. 24:36-25:46 de 
scribes the second coming of Christ. 


The first 100 pages are used to 
prove the first point while the last 13 
are used for the second. The transi 
tion text for Dr. Kik is Matt. 24:36. 


The author insists upon the exis 
tence of an “apocalyptic dialect” en- 
ployed by the prophets and used by 
Christ. He particularizes such words 
as “generation” yet he generalize 
such words as “world” and “earth” a 
they appear in Matt. 24. 


The author does not seem to be it 
agreement either with the pre-miller 
nial or the a-millennial views, yet bh 
does not seem to hold to the post-nil 
lennial position. The reader come 
away from the book sometimes wot- 
dering just what the author’s inter 
tion is, yet students of prophecy wil 
find the book interesting. 


——(Rev.) Robert C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 
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THE UNFOLDING MESSAGE OF 
THE BIBLE, by G. Campbell Morgan. 
Fleming H. Revell Company, West- 
wood, N. J. 416 pp. $5.50. 


Any Biblical study from the pen of 
the man often referred to as “the 
Prince of the expositors” is worthy of 
our attention. This effort of Dr. Mor- 
gan gives a panoramic view of the 
Bible with an emphasis on the har- 
mony and unity of the Scriptures. 


The style is more informal than most 
of the author’s books. Dr. Morgan 
finds that Christ is prominent in the 
Old Testament as the need for a priest, 
king, and prophet is revealed. The 
New Testament presents Christ as the 
One who fills this three-fold need com- 
pletely. ; 


This should be an especially useful 
tool in the hands of laymen as they 
endeavor “to study to show themselves 
approved of God.” 


—(Rev.) Richard A. Dobbs 
Atlanta, Ga. 





HOW I DISCOVERED THE SEC- 
RET OF SUCCESS IN THE BIBLE, 
by Clinton Davidson. Fleming H. Rev- 
ell Co., Westwood, N. J. 156 pp. $2.95. 


Presumably the latest in a rash of 
“success through religion books,’ this 
work of a well known insurance and 
investment advisor follows generally 
the pattern and philosophy of its many 
predecessors. 


Using the basic ideas of such men 
as Carnegie and Peale, Mr. Davidson 
proceeds step by step to show us how 
to get rich by following the teachings 
of the Bible. The announced inten- 
tion of the author is to share the sec- 
rets that have brought the good life 
to him. 


This book has a too-easy way of 
applying the truth of the Bible to 
every day life situations. Somewhere 
along the line, however, one wonders 
if the author may not have missed 
some of the basic teachings of the 
Bible, such as, “Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteous- 


ness and all these things will be added 
unto you.” 


—(Rev.) Gordon K. Reed 
Atlanta, Ga. 





We cannot live on probabilities. Our 
faith must become a certainty or it 
is nothing. — FRoupkE. 


Looking for Good Gifts? 
Consider these Book Suggestions-- 


THE STORY OF THE CHRIST CHILD 
By Leon Morris 


OUR CHRISTMAS STORY 
By Mrs. Billy Graham 


THE PRAYING CHRIST 
By James G. S. S. Thomson 


THE CHILD’S STORY BIBLE 
By Catherine F. Vos 


THE MOODY BIBLE STORY BOOK 


EGERMEIR’S BIBLE STORY BOOK 
Completely Revised 


STORY OF THE BIBLE 

By Charles Foster 
THE BIBLE IN PICTURES FOR 
LITTLE EYES 

By Kenneth N. Taylor 
MARIAN’S BIG BOOK OF 
BIBLE STORIES 

By Marian Schoolland 


MARIAN’S FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES $1.50 
By Marian Schoolland 


FIRST STEPS FOR LITTLE FEET 
By Charles Foster 


STORY OF THE GOSPEL 
By Charles Foster 


BIBLE PICTURES 
By Charles Foster 


$2.50 


$2.50 


$3.50 


$2.00 
$2.75 


$2.75 


Avoid the rush — place your orders early so we 
can ship early! 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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MINISTERS 


R. H. Stone, who was to have retired 
as Orange Presbytery Executive 
Secretary Dec. 31, will be interim 
Executive Secretary until his suc- 
cessor, C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr., 
arrives on the field June 1. 
Marshall Scott Woodson, interim 
pastor of the First Church, Burling- 
ton, N. C., has transferred his 
membership to Orange Presbytery. 
Charles J. Mills from Richmond, Mis- 
souri, to the First Church, Fordyce, 
Arkansas. 

Billy Woods, Jr., from Savannah, 
Georgia, to Decatur, Georgia. 
Joseph W. Walker from First 
Church, Maxton, N. C., to First 
Church, Decatur, Alabama. 

Paul Randolph Howalski, Pendleton, 
S. C., has been called by the First 
Church, Elberton, Ga. 

H. Eugene Thompson, Lucama, N. 
C., to First Church, Central City, 
Ky. 

W. Ned Hollandsworth from Kan- 
napolis, N. C., to Lexington, Ky., 
Dec. 1. 


ELDERS 


The Session of the First Church, 
Wauchula, Fla., has memorialized 
one of its members for over 20 
years, John Hughes Jones, who died 
Oct. 9, 1961. 


TO THE INDIANS 


Elisabeth C. Smith, daughter of 
former Journal Associate Editor 
Wade C. Smith, plans to leave for 
Arizona for Child Evangelism work 
among the Indians. 





LETTERS 
TO CLARIFY PROPERTY ISSUE 


The story on the Miami Beach 
church property settlement (Oct. 11) 
kinda has me mixed up. You said 
that the Northern Church always 
claims ownership of the property, but 
in the Southern Church it is deter- 
mined on a different basis .. . We 


read in the article that the Presby- 
tery did not claim to own the prop- 
erty at all. That is so, but then the 
majority of the congregation voted 
to come out of our denomination. 
Who now constitutes the local church? 
It does not seem to be the majority 
of the members but the small minority 
who remained loyal to the denomina- 
tion. So now we see that the final 
end is that the denomination got the 
church. 


Now I am not advocating that we 
come out of the denomination at all, 
but since when does the minority rule 
in the Church? 


—(Rev.) William Rose 
Gadsden, Ala. 


Maybe this will help: If you be- 
longed to a Rotary Club which owned 
a clubhouse, and the majority one 
day voted to change the club to an 
Optimist Club, it is quite possible that 
if the minority went to court they 
could win ownership of the clubhouse 
on the grounds that it belonged to 
a Rotary Club and not an Optimist 
Club. But this does not mean that 
Rotary International has any interest 
in that property at all, and without a 
suit, the majority would certainly 


take it.—Ed. 





EQUALIZATION — 
THE DEBATE CONTINUES 


With real concern I read Mr. 
Keyes’ article on the distribution of 
church money in the issue of Oct. 11. 
The attitude of Central Treasurers 
seems to be one of “Papa knows best” 
and this may account for a general in- 
difference and apathy respecting giv- 
ing in the Church. 


One rarely hears a special plea for 
a needy benevolent cause made from 
the pulpit now ... My sister, now 
deceased, used to send her tithe to a 
favorite missionary in the Congo to 
use as he saw the need. For my 
own part the American Bible Society 
and the Jewish Mission in Baltimore 
make much more effective appeals 
than any program in which there is 
an arbitrary division of funds, regard- 
less. 


In my opinion, this “equalization” 
at all levels is on a par with what 
sometimes happens in the execution 
of \a will, despite the obvious wishes 
of the testator. Today we seem to 
be over-ruled, over organized and al- 


most kept under subjection by oy, 
As a Protestant, | 


Church courts. 
protest! 


—Mrs. Stephen’ F. Hart 
Mineral, Va. 


We believe that to answer the prob. 
lems in the Church we must work 
within the Church, and support jt 
even as we try to change some of it; 
ways. And changes are certainly 
needed. Stewardship practices today 
are related to the things that those 
in charge are interested in. One 
Presbytery we know has no perma. 
nent committee on World Missions, 
but does have a permanent commit. 
tee on Ministers’ Salaries.—Ed. 





In regard to the letters about equali- 
zation by Central Treasurers in the 
Nov. 8 issue, may I make the follow- 
ing observations: 


1. Both individuals and congrega- 
tions who give to the Church have 
certain rights that should be respected 
by the higher echelons in the Church. 
To violate these rights by refusing to 
honor the gifts (directly or indirect- 
ly) as they were intended is unfair. 


2. Most designated gifts are made 
by those who give their share to the 
unified budget. It is not their inten- 
tion to take from other causes, but 
to add to the causes they deem espe 
cially important in order that they 
may be adequately supported. Thus 
designated benevolences are _ seldom 
“seconds,” they are still the desperately 
needed “firsts” necessary for survival. 
When gifts are “over and above” to 
the giver there is no reason for not 
treating them strictly as “over and 
above” by the recipient . . . and espe 
cially by those through whose hands 
they pass on the way to the recipient. 


—(Rev.) John C. Neville, Jr. 
Prattville, Ala. 





EDITORIAL—from p. 11 


and evangelism by the use of the 
Means of Grace, the Word of God 
and the Sacraments. 


Reformed (Calvinistic) theology 
goes on to greater strength with fur- 
ther doctrines based on the Sovereignty 
of God. 





Faith and works are like the light 
and heat of a candle. — Selected. 
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